-23- 



Claims: 

1. A method of providing active user feedback in a graphic user interface, said 
method comprising steps of: 

selecting a soft control currently displayed on the graphic user interface, wherein 
said soft control enables a change to be implemented; and 

displaying on said graphic user interface, only during said soft control selection 
and dependent upon said selecting step, a pop-up preview reflecting said change. 

2. A method according to claim 1, wherein said change relates to an attribute of an 
object capable of being displayed on the graphical user interface. 

3. A method according to claim 1, wherein said displaying step comprises 
superimposing said pop-up preview display on at least one of a working display area and 
a control display area of said graphic user interface. 

4. A method according to eithercme of claims 1 and 3, wherein said displaying step 
presents a composite preview display comprising a present display state and a changed 
display state, said present and changed dismay states reflecting the change being 
implementable by the soft control. 

5. A method according to claim 4, wherein said present and changed display states 
are applied to a symbolic representation of an object displayed on the graphical user 
interface . 

6. A method according to claim 4, wherein said present and changed display states 
are applied to a literal representation of an object displayed on the graphical user 
interface. 
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• 7- ^ method according to any ohe of claims 4 to 6, wherein said composite display 

/ comprises a transition between said present and said changed display states. 



y 



8. A method according to claim 1, wherein said displaying step is capable of being 
5 one of enabled and inhibited. 

9. A method according^ any one of claims 1, 3 and 4, wherein said selection step 
comprises positioning a cursor in^yicinity of the soft control. 



10 10. A method according to claim 9, wherein said selection step comprises a further 

!? 

IS sub-step of: 

m 

Sj passively designating said soft control by allowing the cursor to remain in the 

ITS 
*.t * 

y vicinity of the soft control for a first time period. 



| f{ 15 11. A method according to claim 9, wherein said selection step comprises a further 
I^T sub-step of: 

H actively designating said soft control by activating a cursor control. 



12. A method according to claim 11, wherein said cursor is positioned using a 
20 pointing device, and cursor control is a control means associated with said pointing 

device. 

13. A method according to claim 11, wherein said activation of the cursor control is 
followed by a further sub-step of: 

25 adjusting the cursor, thereby varying a range of the soft control in relation to a 

current setting of the soft control. 

14. A method according to claim 10, comprising a further sub-step of: 
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displaying a training preview comprising a transition representing a nominal 
change between said present display state and said changed display state, said preview 
being provided during said passive designation. 

5 15. A method according to claim 14, wherein said preview further comprises 
representation of a nominal change between a corresponding present display state and a 
corresponding changed display state of said soft control. 

16. A method according to claim 15, wherein said representation of said nominal 
Q 10 change between the corresponding present display state and the corresponding changed 
13 display state of said soft control is capable of being one of enabled and inhibited. 




17. A method according to any o^e of claims 1, 3 and 4, wherein the pop-up preview 
can be customised by defining user preferences. 

\2 18- A method according to claim 17, wherein said customisation comprises at least 

one of: 

setting a nature of the change; and 
setting a range of the change. 

20 

19. A method according to ar^one of claims 1, 3 and 4, further comprising, prior to 
the displaying step, steps of: 

coupling another soft control tbv said soft control, wherein the change 
implementable by the soft control is dependentS^pon a current setting of the other soft 
25 control. 

20. A method of providing active user feedback in a graphic user interface, said 
method comprising steps of: 
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selecting a soft control currently displayed on the graphic user interface, wherein 
said soft control enables a change to be implemented; and 

presenting, on said graphic user interface, dependent upon and only during said 
selecting step, a pop-up preview comprising a present display state and a changed display 
state, said present and changed display states reflecting the change being implementable 
by the soft control. 

21. A method of providing active user feedback in a graphic user interface, said 
method comprising steps of: 

selecting a soft control currently displayed on the graphic user interface, wherein 
said soft control enables a change to be made to an attribute of an object capable of being 
displayed on the graphical user interface; and 

presenting, on said graphic user interface, dependent upon and only during said 
selecting step, a pop-up preview comprising a present display state and a changed display 
state, said present and changed display states reflecting the change being implementable 
by the soft control. 

22. A computer readable medium for storing a program for apparatus providing 
active user feedback in a graphic user interface, said program comprising: 

code for a selecting step for selecting a soft control currently displayed on the 
graphic user interface, wherein said soft control enables a change to be implemented; and 

code for a displaying step for displaying on said graphic user interface, only 
during said soft control selection and dependent upon said selecting step, a pop-up 
preview reflecting said change. 

23. A computer program for apparatus providing active user feedback in a graphic 
user interface, said program comprising: 

code for selecting a soft control currently displayed on the graphic user interface, 
wherein said soft control enables a change to be implemented; and 
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code for displaying on said graphic user interface, only during said soft control 
selection and dependent upon said selecting step, a pop-up preview reflecting said 
change. 

5 24. A computer program according to claim 23, wherein said change relates to an 
attribute of an object capable of being displayed on the graphical user interface. 

25. A computer program according to claim 23, wherein said code for the displaying 
step includes code for superimposing said pop-up preview display on at. least one of a 
10 working display area and a control display area of said graphic user interface. 

b 126. A computer program acco>dkig to either one of claims 23 and 25, wherein said 
/ code for the displaying step presents a composite preview display comprising a present 
/ display state and a changed display state^said present and changed display states 
15 reflecting the change being implementable by theV>ft control. 

27. A computer program according to claim 26, wherein said present and changed 
display states are applied to a symbolic representation of an object displayed on the 
graphical user interface . 



20 



28. A computer program according to claim 26, wherein said present and changed 
display states are applied to a literal representation of an object displayed on the graphical 
user interface. 

29. A computer program according) any one of claims 26 to 28, wherein said 
composite display comprises a transition between said present and said changed display 
states. 
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30. A computer program according to claim 23, wherein execution of said code for 
the displaying step is capable of being one of enabled and inhibited. 

31. A computer program according th^ny one of claims 23, 25 and 26, wherein said 
code for the selection step includes code for fK^sitioning a cursor in a vicinity of the soft 
control. 

32. A computer program according to claim 31, wherein said code for the selection 
step includes: 

code for passively designating said soft control by allowing the cursor to remain 
in the vicinity of the soft control for a first time period. 

33. A computer program according to claim 31, wherein said code for the selection 
step includes: 

code for actively designating said soft control by activating a cursor control. 

34. A computer program according to claim 33, wherein said cursor is positioned 
using a pointing device, and cursor control is a control means associated with said 
pointing device. 

35. A computer program according to claim 33, wherein said activation of the cursor 
control is followed by a further sub-step of: 

adjusting the cursor, thereby varying a range of the soft control in relation to a 
current setting of the soft control. 

36. A computer program according to claim 32, further comprising: 

code for displaying a training preview comprising a transition representing a 
nominal change between said present display state and said changed display state, said 
preview being provided during said passive designation. 
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37. A computer program according to claim 36, wherein said preview further 
comprises representation of a nominal change between a corresponding present display 
state and a corresponding changed display state of said soft control. 

38. A computer program according to claim 37, wherein said representation of said 
nominal change between the corresponding present display state and the corresponding 
changed display state of said soft control is capable of being one of enabled and inhibited. 

39. A computer program according\to any one of claims 23, 25 and 26, further 
comprising: \ 

code wherein the pop-up preview oan be customised by defining user 
preferences. > 



40. A computer program according to claim 39, wherein said customisation 
comprises at least one of: 

setting a nature of the change; and 
setting a range of the change. 

41. A computer program according to any one of claims 23, 25 and 26, further 
comprising: \, 

code for coupling another soft control to said soft control, wherein the change 
implementable by the soft control is dependent\oon a current setting of the other soft 
control. 

42. A computer program for apparatus providing active user feedback in a graphic 
user interface, said program comprising: 

code for a selecting step for selecting a soft control currently displayed on the 
graphic user interface, wherein said soft control enables a change to be implemented; and 
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code for a presenting step for presenting, on said graphic user interface, 
dependent upon and only during said selecting step, a pop-up preview comprising a 
present display state and a changed display state, said present and changed display states 
reflecting the change being implementable by the soft control. 

43. A computer program for apparatus providing active user feedback in a graphic 
user interface, said program comprising: 

code for a selecting step for selecting a soft control currently displayed on the 
graphic user interface, wherein said soft control enables a change to be made to an 
attribute of an object capable of being displayed on the graphical user interface; and 

code for a presenting step for presenting, on said graphic user interface, 
dependent upon and only during said selecting step, a pop-up preview comprising a 
present display state and a changed display state, said present and changed display states 
reflecting the change being implementable by the soft control. 

44. An apparatus providing active user feedback in a graphic user interface, said 
apparatus comprising: 

means for selecting a soft control currently displayed on the graphic user 
interface, wherein said soft control enables a change to be implemented; and 

means for displaying on said graphic user interface, only during said soft control 
selection and dependent upon said selecting step, a pop-up preview reflecting said 
change. 

45. An apparatus according to claim 44, wherein said change relates to an attribute 
of an object capable ofbeing displayed on the graphical user interface. 

46. An apparatus according to claim 44, wherein said means for the displaying step 
includes means for superimposing said pop-up preview display on at least one of a 
working display area and a control display area of said graphic user interface. 
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7. An apparatus according to eit\er one of claims 44 and 46, wherein said means 
for the displaying step presents a composite preview display comprising a present display 
state and a changed display state, said present and changed display states reflecting the 
change being implementable by the soft control. 



»3 10 



48. An apparatus according to claim 47, wherein said present and changed display 
states are applied to a symbolic representation of an object displayed on the graphical user 
interface . 

49. An apparatus according to claim 47, wherein said present and changed display 
states are applied to a literal representation of an object displayed on the graphical user 
interface. 
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50. An apparatus accordiiteto any one of claims 47 to 49, wherein said composite 
display comprises a transition betwefcqi said present and said changed display states. 

51. An apparatus according to claim 44, wherein said means for the displaying step 
is capable of being one of enabled and inhibited. 

52. An apparatus according tovany one of claims 44, 46 and 47, wherein said means 
for the selection step includes means tqt positioning a cursor in a vicinity of the soft 
control. 



25 53. An apparatus according to claim 52, wherein said means for the selection step 
includes: 

means for passively designating said soft control by allowing the cursor to 
remain in the vicinity of the soft control for a first time period. 
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54. An apparatus according to claim 52, wherein said means for the selection step 
includes: 

means for actively designating said soft control by activating a cursor control. 

55. An apparatus according to claim 54, wherein said cursor is positioned using a 
pointing device, and cursor control is a control means associated with said pointing 
device. 

56. An apparatus according to claim 54, wherein said activation of the cursor control 
is followed by a further sub-step of: 

adjusting the cursor, thereby varying a range of the soft control in relation to a 
current setting of the soft control. 

57. An apparatus according to claim 53, further comprising: 

means for displaying a training preview comprising a transition representing a 
nominal change between said present display state and said changed display state, said 
preview being provided during said passive designation. 

58. An apparatus according to claim 57, wherein said preview further comprises 
representation of a nominal change between a corresponding present display state and a 
corresponding changed display state of said soft control. 

59. An apparatus according to claim 58, wherein said representation of said nominal 
change between the corresponding present display state and the corresponding changed 
display state of said soft control is capable of being one of enabled and inhibited. 

60. An apparatus according to any on^of claims 44, 46 and 47, further comprising: 
means wherein the pop-up previewv can be customised by defining user 

preferences. \ 
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61. An apparatus according to claim 60, wherein said customisation comprises at 
least one of: 

setting a nature of the change; and 
setting a range of the change. 

An apparatus according to^iy one of claims 44, 46 and 47, further comprising: 
means for coupling another sofi.control to said soft control, wherein the change 
implementable by the soft control is depen&^nt upon a current setting of the other soft 
control. 

63. An apparatus providing active user feedback in a graphic user interface, said 

sit 

y apparatus comprising: 

; means for a selecting step for selecting a soft control currently displayed on the 

j|j 15 graphic user interface, wherein said soft control enables a change to be implemented; and 
means for a presenting step for presenting, on said graphic user interface, 
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dependent upon and only during said selecting step, a pop-up preview comprising a 
present display state and a changed display state, said present and changed display states 
reflecting the change being implementable by the soft control. 



64. An apparatus providing active user feedback in a graphic user interface, said 
apparatus comprising: 

means for a selecting step for selecting a soft control currently displayed on the 
graphic user interface, wherein said soft control enables a change to be made to an 
25 attribute of an object capable of being displayed on the graphical user interface; and 

means for a presenting step for presenting, on said graphic user interface, 
dependent upon and only during said selecting step, a pop-up preview comprising a 
present display state and a changed display state, said present and changed display states 
reflecting the change being implementable by the soft control. 
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